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NEW SERIES. NEW HAVEN, CONN., JANUARY, 1873. VOL II, NO. 1 
ST. PAUL’S SCHOOL.—No. I. | Now that which supplies a women with so much 

ane fortitude was not learning, but piety towards God.” 

BY MISS A. B. BERARD, WEST POINT, N. Y. | John Colet received his early education at St. 
_ |Anthony’s School, as did also his distinguished 
“ John Collett, the sonne of Henrye Cole's, Dean |contemporary, Sir Thomas Moore. St. Anthony’s, 
of Paules, desiring nothyng more tha - education| | Threadneedle street, was an ancient seminary of 


and bringing up of children in good manners and| great reputation in the city, and Stow, the old 
literature, in the yere of our Lord One Thousand | lchronicler of London, says that, “it commonly 
fyve hundredth and twelfe, bylded a Schole in the| presented the best scholars and had the prize in 
Estende of Paules Churche Yode, to be taught in| +1... days.” In 1483, twelve months before “ The 
the same Children of all Nations and Contres indif- | Boy Bachelor,” Wolsey, took his degree at Magda- 
Serently, to the number of One hundred and Fifty- len, Colet removed to Oxford and entered the same 
three.” ‘college. Notwithstanding his strictly ecclesiastical 

This was the origin of the first purely Free School| training, he was, from the first, a Reformer of that 
that was founded in England, and surely no Foun-| class known as the Humanists, of which Erasmus 
dation has reason to look back with greater or) was a conspicuous leader: they were those who 
juster pride to either the motives or character of its | strove to liberalize men’s views in every direction 
founder. ‘Other Public Schools,” says Stanton,| whether of art, science, literature, or religion, but 
“may boast of Royal or Ecclesiastical settlement, of| would have avoided, if possible, any great disrup- 
aristocratic patronage, or of wealthy endowments ;/ tion in the existing order whether of Church or 
but St Paul’s must always retain the proud distinc-| College. 
tion of having been founded at the very revival of Having taken his degree in Arts, and acquired, 
learning, out of a pure spirit of love for the truth according to his biographer, “a most admirable 
which Academies are the appropriate means of dis- competence in learning at home,” Colet sought still 
seminating.” further to increase his knowledge by travel. On 

Dr. John Colet, Dean of St. Pauls, was born in| the Continent he made the acquaintance of the 
London in the year 1466. He was the eldest of| great Erasmus, and between them a friendship was 
twenty-two children all of whom he survived, and| formed which contributed throughout their lives to 
thus became sole heir of his father, Sir Henry) the improvement and happiness of both. In Italy 
Colet, a wealthy citizen, and twice Lord Mayor of|our young traveler met with those who fostered in 
London. The mother of this large family is cited|him the taste, already acquired at Oxford, for the 
by Erasmus as a beautiful example of christian | « New Learning,” (heretical, it was esteemed by 
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resignation. In a letter of condolence and exhorta-| some), as the study of Greek was called. Here he 
tion to a friend upon the death of a child, he writes :| met his learned countrymen Linacre and Grocyne, 
“TI knew in England the mother of John Colet, a |and above all, William Lily, the most accomplish- 
matron of singular piety ; she had by the same| |Greek Scholar of his age. 

husband eleven sons and as many daughters, all of} Lily, two years younger than Colet, had after 
which hopeful brood was snatched away from her, | leaving College gone on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, 
except her eldest son; and she lost her husband | and subsequently visited Rhodes, which had been 
far advanced in years; she herself being come up| ever since the fall of Constantinople, in the previ- 
to her goth year, looking so smooth, and was so | ous century, a veritable Patmos for exiled Greek 
cheerful, that you would think she had never shed} Learning. . There he remained five years, acquiring 
a tear nor brought a child into the world; and if I|a familiarity with the antiquities, arts, letters and 
mistake not, she survived her son, Dean Colet.! social life of Greece, which rendered him justly the 











